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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Fripay, November 23. 


HIS day came on before Lord Kenyon an interefting 
caufe, the circumftances of which were thefe: A man 
who was fingle, made his will, and fome time after married ; 
and whet he difcovered that his wife was pregnant, he fignified 
his intention of changirig his will, and of leaving his eftate to 
his wifeand her heirs. Accordingly he gave inttructions for 
that purpofe to his attorney ; but before another will was made 
agreeably to thefe inftructions, and before his wife was delivered 
of a child, the teftator died. 

The queftion for the decifion of the Court was, whether 
this amounted to a revocation of the will? 

This cafe was argued by Mr. Law on the one fide, who con- 
tended that it did operate by way of revocation, and by Mr, 
Chambre on the other, who argned that it did not. 

Lord Kenyon obferved, that he had been anxious to collect 
all the intellizence poflible on this fubjeét. It was a queftion 
of very great importance, as it might affect a confiderable 
part of the property of thiskingdom. By thecivil law Q: in 
utero funt, jam pro natis habentur, quoties de eorum commodo agatur. 
This had been incorporated into the Englifh law, and he was 
very glad that it had; becaufe otherwife tnofe who were only 
the fecondary objects uf a man’s bounty, might be preferred to 
VoL. XX. 515. 4 D his 
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his own immediate iflue. His Lordfhip laid down this ge- 
neral propofition:—That fubfequent marriage and the birth of 
a child amounted tothe revocation of the wiil of the teftator. 
This he took for granted, and here he wifhed to take his ftand 
in confidering the particular circumftances of this cafe. The 
fingle queftion here was, whether we had incorporated the rule 
of the civil law on this fubject into our law, namely, that a 
child in ventre fa mere, was in the fame fituation asa child 
actually born? and which confequently would revoke the will 
of the father. 

This was clearly the rule of the Roman law, and his Lord- 
fhip read the obfervations of Vinnius upon it, who clearly 
held this to be the law, that if a wife was with child at the 
death of her hufband, and a pofthumous child was actually 
born, rumpitur teflamentum.—This, his Lordthip faid, feemed 
toconfirm the idea that this did not proceed on the intention of 
the teftator, but ona certain tacit condition annexed to the will 
at the time it was made.x—T hus far had the rule of the civil 
law been adopted by their predeceflors, and of courfe made a 
part of the law of England. Every argument of natural 
Juitice that applied to children that were born, applied equally 
to thofe who were about to be born, and who afterwards were 
actually born, That they would be but precifely on the fame 
footing was agreeable to law, to juftice, to common fenfe, and 
to every idea upon which the ‘civil and ecclefiaftical law of 
England was founded. ‘This did not invade, but only con- 
firmed former decifions. 

The reft of the Court were of the fame opinion. 





Tuespay, November 27. 


CAUSE was fhown againft a rule obtained for a mandamus 
againft the Magiftrates of York, the grounds ef which arc 
fiated in page 522 of our prefent volume. ‘The circumftances, 
fhortly, were a complaint of two inn-keepers, alledging, that 
much more than a proportionate number of foldiers were 
quartered upon them, 

The arguments urged were, that the inns in queftion had 
large and commodious ftables, fit for the reception of troops 5 
whereas the premifes occupied by inferior publicans contained 
no accommodation whatever. 

Mr, Juftice Buller remarked, that the At of Parliament 
left every thing in this cafe fo much in the difcretion of the 
Magittrates, 
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Magiftrates, that the Court could not, with any propriety, 
interfere. 

Mr. Juftice Grofe, the only other Judge upon the Bench, 
concurred in this opinion, and the rule was accordingly dif- 


charged. 












































Monpay, December 3. 
TRIAL at Bar. 


THE Rev. Richard Burgh, Thomas Townly M’Can, 
James Davis, John Cummings, and John Bourn, were indi&ted 
for an attempt to deftroy the King’s Bench prifon. 

Mr. Garrow opened the cafe on the part of the profecution. 
He taid that the indi€tment was found by the Grand Jury, 
and it charged that the defendants were perfons confined in the 
King’s Bench prifon upon lawful actions brought againtt 
them, and being perfons of a wicked difpofition did endeavour 
to pull down and demolifh part of the wall of that prifon to 
effe& the efcape of themfelves and the other prifoners, and 
that they did introduce a certain wooden box, containing 
twenty pounds weight of gunpowder, and put it in a cers 
tain fecret place, and part of it in the lobby of the prifon, with 
intent to blow up the wall and to effect the efcape of them- 
{elves andothers. ‘To which the defendants had pleaded not 
guilty. 

The Attorney General opened the profecution for the 
Crown, and detailed the circumftances of the cafe. He ex- 
patiated on the danger of fuch attempts as the indi<tment im- 
puted to the defendants, and lamented that gentlemen of their 
birth, character, and connections, fhould purfue fteps fo in- 
confiftent to order and good government. He faid, he hoped 
that if there were any young perfous attending to hear the pre- 
feat trial, who might from diffipation and extravagance impair 
their fortune, and render themfelves unable to pay their debts, 
they would learn a leflon of prudence from the prefent trial. 
He concluded with faying, that if the Jury faw any reafon to 
difcriminate between the cafe of one prifoner and another, 
they would of courfe exercife their judgmeat and difcretion 
upon that fubject. 

The trial then went on, and it appeared by the evidence for 
the profecution, that two plans had been concerted for the efcape 
of the defendants ; and alio for the efcape of the reft of the 

4D2 prifoners 
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prifoners confined in the King’s Bench prifon, That the firft 
of the fchemes was difcovered and thwarted ; and that a fe- 
cond was concerted by the fame parties. The firft was totie 
the turnkcys in the lobby by thofe perfons on the outfide of the 
prifon who were connected with, and who received their in- 
ftruction from the prifoners within the prifon, and then the 
prifone:s were to make their efcape. ‘This was defeated in 
confequence of the information given tothe Marfhal, and to 
other odicers of government, ‘The next plan was to blow up 
the prifon in a particular manner; powder was to be laid under 

art of the wall of the prifon ; this was to be contained ina 
box, to be laid by the medium of a fewer, which had been then 
receatly opened and repaired. ‘To this box there was to be 
atrain conducted by tubes, artfully contrived for the purpofe. 
By the fides were to be placed wet blankets, to prevent the 
powder, when the fire fhould meet it, from exploding on the 
fides; and to keep the whole of the explofion to the middle 

under the wall, The box and the tube were produced in 
Court, and fo was part of the powder. The box was ftated 


to be made by a Mr. Webb, a prifoner, who had the benefit of 


the rules, and who had pretended to be in the plot, and for that 
purpofe attended the meeting of a fociety (where much of this 
plan was difcufied), called the Convivials. It was brought 
into the lobby of the prifon, The porter afked, as he was in- 
ftructed, for a perfon whom he knew was not in the prifon, ang 
on being told fuch a gentleman was not there, he was to beg 
per:niffion to leave the box until that gentleman came from the 
ipunging-houfe, ‘The box being thus brought in, the powder 
was to be brought in gradually, which being done, meetings 
and conferences were bad upon the fubject, and the manner in 
which the whole was to be carried on was agreed upon. ‘The 
attention of al} the prifoners in the Bench was to be attracted to 
a ibam fight on the parade, juft before the explofion was to 
take place, which was to be at the hour of feven in the after- 
noon on Sunday, being a day and hour when the greateft num- 
ber of itrangers were in and about the prifor, fo that in the 
confulion the efcape of all the prifoncrs would be lefs difficult. 
a out, the prifoners were to mect a number of perfons 
om Wa; pping zy who were to be waiting on the outlide, and 
who were to join them. T hey were to 0 procecd to the F leet, 
and toall the prifons in the metropolis, and to enlarge all the 
priloners ; afterwards they were (as fome of the witnefles {ai id} 
to proceed tothe houfes of Lord Kenyon and Lord T hada, 
cemolith them, and then put their Lordihips to death, as well 
as 
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as feveral Members of the Cabinet, but particularly Mr 
Dundas was to be deftroyed. 

A fong defcribing the mifery of imprifonment for debt, &c. 
was frequently fung r by the prifon: “ry Mr. M’Can, fufpected to 
be his compofition, copied by one of the witneffes for the pro- 
fecution by the defire of Mr. M’Can. It was produced and 
read, as was alfoa note from the Marfhal, humanely giving 
the prifoners caution againft tranfereffing the law, by tumul- 
tuary proceedings. There was produced alfo a contemptuous 
note, that was pofted up on the door of the chapel, by way of 
anfwer from the prifoners to this caution. ‘The whole was 
communicated to tlie Marfhal of the prifon, and alfo to the 
Secretary of State, by perfons who pretended to be in the defign 
and plot (Webb and Batterfby), and it was from that circum- 
ftance that the plot was difcovered. 

Mr. Jones, the Marfhal, faid, that in confequence of fome 
information he had received from Mr. Webb, on Friday even-~ 
ing he determined to fearch the rooms of the defendants as 
early as poflible on Saturday the 7th of July. He fent dif 
ferent parties into different rooms to fearch at day-break, and 
he himielf, with two followers, at the fame time went into the 
room occupied by the Rev. Richard Burgh and Mr. Batterfby. 
They were bothin bed. Upon fearching the room they could 
not find any thing. He then made them both get out of bed, 
and on moving x Mr. Burgh’s beditead, he perceived a hole in 
the floor. By his direction, a Richard Neeve put his arm in- 
to this hole, a and in the prefence of the Marfhal pulled out two 
parcels oj 4it b. weight cach, which turned out to be gun- 
powder. ‘There was likewife one pound weight found loofe by 
itfelf, The prifoners were then fecured and put into the ftrong 
roc IT 

T he engineer, inthe whole of this cafe, was faid to be Cap- 
tain Cummings. 

All the defendants were faid to be menof rank, character, 
and fortune ; and the whole of the cafe was faid to arile from 
the difappointaient which the prifoners in the King’s Bench 
felt, on the throwing out of the bill brought in a by Lord Raw- 
don, * forthe Relief of Infolvent De sbtor rs, &c 

it was proved by the evidence on the part of the profecution 
that two days before the plan for the blowing up of the prifon, 
Mr. M’Can, one of the defendants, had — defired by the 
other defendants, at 2 meeting, to withdraw, while they had a 
converfation on the plot, it nut being deein aad prudent to en- 
truit hiai with the whole of the fecrets of the plot. 

The 
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The defendants did not actually behave with violence to any 
perfon. The fanguinary expreffions refpeCting the property 
and: lives of the late Chancellor, Lord Kenyon, and other 
Members of the Cabinet, came from Mr. Davis. 

Mr. Rous made a long and able {peech for'the defendants, in 
the courfe of which he admitted the truth of what Mr. Jones 
and his fervant {wore ; but contended that the other parties 
fwore to purify themfelves from the guilt of the whole fcenc, 
and thcrefore no credit was due to their teftimony. He made 
feveral obfervations on the hardfhip of perpetual imprifon- 
ment for debt. He called three witnefles, who all proved that 
Mr. Webb, tae firft witnels for the profecution, had introduced 
a friend of his to a company confifting of all the defendants, 
and other gentlemen who’were then prifoners in the King’s 
Bench. His friend, he faid, would, for the fum of twenty 
guineas, get a fufficient nymber of lumpers (men to fubdue 
the keepers in the lobby, and to enter the prifon by force) to 
eFetuate every thing the prifoners wanted, ‘This was repro- 
bated byall the company at the club of the Convivials (of 
which the defendants were members), and particularly by Cap- 
tain Patterfon,a member of that fociety. This was adduced 
asa proof, that the original guilt belonged to Mr. Webb, and 
that all that had followed, on the part of the defendants, arofe 
trom thougitleiinefs and indifcretion. 

The Attorney General replied to all the obfervations of 
Mr. Rous. 

Lord Kenyon fummed up the evidence. 

The Jury withdrew, and remained for a quarter of an hour, 
and then returned, finding al! the defendants guilty. ‘The 
defendants then immediately retired, and were of courfe con- 
ducted to Newgate. 

The judgment to be pronounced upon them will be the 
bufinefs of a future day. 

‘This tria} lafted fix hours, and we do not believe the Court 
of King’s Bench and its avenues were fo much crouded with 
people fince the trial of Lord George Gordon, 





Tvespay, December 4. 
Davis againf RipvDELL 
THE plaintiff is proprictor of the Morning Poft. Tic 
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The action in trover was for the recovery of the plaintiff’s 
cane. 

It appeared in evidence that Mr. Davis, in company with 
another gentleman, in pafling through Hyde Park in a chaife, 
dropped his cane it ; was picked up by the defendant, who when 
he came up to the plaintiff, requefted a fhilling for taking care 
of it, at the fame'time making ufe ‘of fhameful language to 
the plaintiff, and refufing to deliver up the cane. 

It was attempted on the part of the defendant to be proved 
that i¢ was not a cane but a common ftick. This was over= 
ruled, It was then faid, that fuch an action ought not to be 
encouraged, 

Lord Kenyon faidhe faw no reafon why it fhould be dif- 
couraged, 

Verdict for the plaintiff, damages 1s. which in this cafe 
carries cofts, fothat the detaining of this cane, may coft the 
defendant 30. 





Jounson againf? Cramp. 


THIS was an aétion brought by the plaintiff againft the 
defendant for rent. 

It appeared that the defendant had taken a {mall houfe of the 
plaintiff for the purpofe of infuring tickets in the lottery. 

Lord Kenyon was of opinion that a landlord cannot recover 
rent. if he lets his houfe for the purpofe of infurance in the 
lottery, as the contract was illegal. 

The plaintiff was nonfuited. 


AN ANECDOT <£. 





MONG fome unfavourable traits in the character of the 
celebrated Danith aftronomer, Tycho Brahe, were his 
attachment to judicial aftrology, his credulity and fuperttition, 
and the morofenefs of his temper. But who can be fond to 
dwell upon the imperfections of thofe great men, whofe ftudies 
and whofe labours have enriched fociety ? If we turn to the 
brighter parts of his character, we muft aflent (and we afient 
with picafure) and to the truth of the following eulogium given 
by his panegyrift ; “* that to him his ftudies were life; medi- 
tation his delight ; fcience riches ; virtue nobility; and re- 
ligion his conftant direction.”—And in a natural conformity to 
fuch 
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fuch an exalted character was the illuftrious clofe of a ufeful 
and illuftrious life: “ The immediate caufe of his deceafe,” 
fays Mr. Coxe, “ wasa ftrangury, which being att ended with 
the moft excruciating torments, brought on a violent fever and 
a temporary delirium ; in the midft of which he was heard re- 
peatedly to cry out, * Ne fruftra vixiffe videar. "That I may 
not feem to have lived in vain.” His delirium at length fub- 
fiding he became calm and compofed, and perfeétly fenfible.— 
Being extremely debilitated by the violence of his diforder, he 

erceived that he had not many hours to live. Accordingly 
he gave orders with the utmoft coalnefs and refignation; even 
amuied himfelf with compofing an extempore copy of verfes; 
fung various hymns; offered up prayers and fupplications to 
the Supreme Being 3 recommended to his family and friends 
piety and refignation to the divine will » exhorted his pupils 
to perfevere in their fludies; and converfed with Kepler on 
the moft abftrufe parts of aftronomy. ‘Thus amid prayers, 
exhortations, and literary converfation, he expired fo peaceably, 
that he was neither heard nor feen, by any of thofe who were 
prefent, to breathe his laft. He died in O@tober 1601, in the 
55ta year of his age. 





The UTILITY of GREAT EATERS. 


Te, tie: 2 RI. 
31.2, 


Have the pleafure, or the misfortune (call it which you pleafe) 
of having a moft voracious appetite. Many have boafted 
of ‘their extraordinary performances in the fcience of eating, 
but [ have never yet heard of aman who could come withina 
pound or two of my mark. Much has been faid of the divine 
Handel, fo much celebrated all over Europe for mufical come 
politions, and his great talents at the table ; but he was a mere 
piddler compared to me. 

I have heard a ftory related, with extravagant encomiums on 
that gentieman’s digeftive abilities, for only {wallowing a very 
moderate portion of fifth and flefh: the particulars are handed 
down to us:—It was Mr. Handei’s ufual cuftom, when engaged 
to dine out with any nobleman or gentleman, to take a litile of 
fomething by way of refrethment, and to operate as a damper 5 
that he might not difplay his vait powers as a gormandifer 
among people of puny appetites. For one of thefe previous 
cinners, or dampers, he ordered at the Crownand Anchor Tas 
vern 
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vern a dozen large mackarel, a duck, and two roafted chickens. 
One of the waiters, judging from the quantity of victuals ore 
dered, what number of people would probably be expected to 
dine, laid the cloth, and furnifhed the table with eight plates, 
&c. Mr. Handel arrived punétually at the hour he had named 
for the appearance of his repaft, and was informed that. none of 
the company were come, but himfelf, the landlord therefore 
humbly fuggefted to him that the dinner might be kept back, 
till fome more of the company dropped in. “ Company,” 
exclaimed the dealer in harmony, “ What company ?—I or- 
dered thefe few articles by way of relifh for myfelf, and I muft 
beg to be excufed from the intrufion of any company what- 
foever !” 

The twelve mackarel were firft introduced, and Mr. Handel 
paid his devoir to each of them. He fwallowed every one of 
them with the expedition of a real artift, and feemed almoft 
equal to the tafk of {wallowing the twé/ve judges» The fkele- 
tons of the fit, being then removed, in ¢ame the duck and the 
two chickens: the bones of all thefe were picked with great 
dexterity ; the bill was called, and difcharged, and after that 
the poor gentleman fafted for almoft an hour and a quarter, 
wh.n he repaired to the houle of Lord H ny to complete 
the dinner which he had began at the Crown and Anchor. 

This ftory is mentioned, Sir, as a chef dauvre of that great 
man, as one of his moft wonderful exploits ; but I fee nothing 
in it that can excite aftonifhment or furprize. [have the vanity 
to think, that Handel, were he now living, would not be able 
to cope with me in the exercife of eating. Thomfon, the au- 
thor of the Seafons, bas fome celebrity asan eater. He fwal- 
lowed, at Dolly’s Beet-fteak-houle, for a confiderable wager, 
three folid pounds of beef, after seal | eaten a very hearty 
dinner.—T his ancedote I gathered from Guthrie, the hiltorian, 
who affured me he was prefent when the deed was dotie. But 
this is moderate eating, compared to what I have done: I know 
ac ty printer who couid accomplith a greater tafk than that. 

] flatter inyfclf that few, very few, can vie with me in the voe 
racious line. I am well kuown in all the ordinaries in and 
about London, Weftminiter, and her environs, but am no 
longer admitted in them as a guett, Molt of the keepers of 
thele periodical hotels have bouzht me off, knowing they could 
not othe: wife refufe me admittance; fory at an ordinary no exe 
ceptions can be tacen to particular perfons, the invitation over 
the door being aiways general. 
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Many a landlord has beheld me, with tears in his eyes, mak- 
ing intolerable havock on a ham anda fillet of veal; othcrs 
have feen me cut up a quarter of lamb, and ferve myfelf with 
the fhoulder, befides helping myfelf with a proportionable fhare 
of all the other joints, geele, pies, tarts, and puddings. No 
man could lay out his money in eatables with more ceconomy 
than[ did: I baveoften had, to my own fhare, what could not 
not have been purchafed for 15s. for 1s. 6d. Sometimes, in- 
deed, I felt fome compunétions of confcience, and contented 
myfelf with half a meal, which perhaps was not intrinfically 
worth more than half a guinea. 

At length, propofals of accommodation were made to me, 
from all quarrers, and I now receive from 450 landlords the 
fum of two guineas each per annum, on condition that I never 
open my mouth again in any of their dining-rooms. Exclu- 
five of thefe emoluments, I frequently difcover new ordinaries, 
and embrace the firft opportunity of introducing myfelf. My 
abilities as a devourer are foon difcovered and lamented ; overe 
tures are made tome, iny ufual terms agreed op, and I add 
another annuitant to my lift. 

If you think it will afford any amufement to your readers, 
I can furnifh you with an alphabetical lift of all the great eaters 
in the kingdom ; it. would enable fifhmongers, poulterers, 
butchers, &c. to know who were their beft friends. Without 
fuch ufcful people, to keep up the price of provifions, the far- 
mers would not beable to pay their landlords, as there would 
then be too greata plenty of viands, and too great a fcarcity of 
purchafers, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
A. B. 
Swallav-firect, Nov. 20, 1792. 





To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 


Was much pleafed to fee that moft elegant, admirable, and, 
at this time, moft ufeful compolition, Sir Wm. Afbhurft’s 
Charge to the Grand Jury of Middlefex, inferted in your 
Weekly Entertainer on Monday laft.—Such productions as 
this cannot fail to have a tendency highly beneficial to fociety 
at fo critical a period as the prefent 5 for 1 am convinced the 
great majority of the nation is,as well attached to our happy 
conttitution, 
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conftitution, as at any time whatever, and that the few difcon- 
tented only require to be appealed to, through the medium of 
fuch rational and juft addreiics as the charge above-mentioned, 
which does honour to the head and heart of the honourable 
Judge who delivered it. 

The confiderations entered into and agreed upon by the Af- 
fociation for preferving Liberty and Property, at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, November 20, 1792, 1 confider as a pub- 
lication highly meritorious, and extremely ufeful, and well 
worthy a place in your periodical work, 

As tuch, I doubt not you will favour the public with as early 
an infertion of it as you can, which will oblige a conitant rea- 
der and admirer of your weekly labours, 

B. J. 


Taunton, December 8, 1792 





Confiderations and Refolutions entered into and agreed 
upon, at a Meeting of Gentlemen affociated for pre- 
ferving Liberty and Property againft Repubhcans and 
Levellers, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on the 
2oth of November, 1792. 


ONSIDERING the danger to which the public peace and 
order are expofed by the circulating of mifchievous opi- 
nions, founded upon plaufible but falle reafoning ; and that this 
circulation is principally carried on by the induitry of clubs and 
focicties of various denominations in many parts of the king- 
dom : It appears to us, that it is now become the duty of all 
perfons who with well to their native country, to endeavour, in 
their feveral neighbourhoods, to prevent the fad cffe&ts of fuch 
mifchievous induftry ; and that it would greatly tend to pror 
mote thefe good endeavours, if focieties were formed in diffe- 
rent parts of the kingdom, whofe object fhould be to fupport 
the laws, to fupprefs feditious publications, and to defend our 
perfons and property againft the innovations and depredations 
that feem to be threatened by thofe who maintain the mifchic- 
yous opinions before alluded to. 

Thefe opinions are conveyed in the terms—the rights of 
man——liberty and equality—rio King—no Parliament—and 
others of the like import; all of them, in the fenfe impofed 
on them, exprefling fentiments in direct oppofition to the jaw 
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of theland; and fome of them fuch as are inconfiftent with 
the well-being of fociety under any laws whatfoever. 

It appears to us, the tendency of thefe opinions is, that we 
are voluntarily to furrender every thing: we now poflefs ; our 
religion and our laws ; our civil government and civil fociety ; 
and that we are to truft to the formation of fomething new, 
upon the principles of equality, and under the aufpices of fpe- 
culative men, who have conceived ideas of perfection that 
never yet were known in the world: and it appears that the 
miffionaries of ths fect are aiming at the effecting the over- 
throw of the prefent fyitem of government and fociety, by in- 
fuling into the minds of ignorant men caufes of difcontent 
adapted to their various ftations ; fome of which caufes are 
wholly imaginary, and the reft are fuch as infeparably belong to 
civil life ; have exifted and ever will exift, under all forms of 
governinent ; cannot be removed by any change, and will be 
aggravated and multiphed, a hundredfold, by the change pro- 
poled. 

It appears from hiftory and obfervation, that the inequality 
of rank and fortune in this happy country is more the refult of 
every man’s own exertions, than of any controuling inftitution 
of the State. Men become great, who have greatly diftin- 
guiihed themfelves by the application of talents: natural or ac- 
quired. Men become rich, who have perfevered with induftry 
in the application of trade and commerce, to manufactures, 
and other ufeful employment. How many perfons now of 
ronk and fortune, who were born without either! How many 
rich merchants and traders who began their career in the lowelt 
employments of the thopand counting-houfe ! 

In the progrefs of thisacvancement they have. all, in their 
ftations, contributed their fhare toward the fhow of opulence, 
both public and private, which is to be feen in every part of 
this ifland. Itis by the effects of this induftry, that the gen- 
tleman is enabled to fupport his rank and tation ; and the mer- 
chant aid tradefman to employ his clerks, journeymen, and ap- 
prentices. Hence comes the price of the farmer’s corn, and the 
wages of fervants of every defcription, By this happy me- 
quality, and dependance of one man on another, employment is 
found for all, in thejr feveral vocations to which they have been 
called by defign or accident, ‘This inequality and dependance 
is {6 infinitely diverfified in this country, that there is no place 
upon earth where there are fo many ways, in which a man by 
his talents and -induftry may raife hiaielf above bis equals.—~ 
This has hitherto been thought a pre-eminent happincis that 
was 


am anw he Bh ae | 6 Oe 


a, eee of. 2 Be 





a. week sae 2 








vith 


our 
ty 5 
[Wy 
pe= 
hat 
the 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. | 597 


was peculiar to ourfelves, and ought to be cherifhed : it has 
been afcribed to the protecting influence which property has 
enjoyed under equal laws ; and it has increafed of late years 
in a wonderful degree, by the profperity which was caufed, and 
‘can only be continued by the fame influence. 

Weare, upon tne fulleft deliberation, of opinion, that pro- 
pofing to pull down this goodly fabric, which has been yra- 


‘dually reared by the fuccetfive virtue and induttry of all the 


great and good men who have lived in this sland for centuries, 
and to fubmit to begin afreth upon a new fyitem of equality, as 
it is called, feems a propofition tnat can be fuggetted only by the 
moft undifguifed wickednefs, and entertained by the grofleft 


folly. 
Becaule, if fo wilda plan was to be carried into execution, 
and all men were made equ:l, they would f om that moment 


-begin to ftruggle, who fhould firit rife above his equals ; and it 


is beyond all queition, if there was induftry, or any virtue; if 
there was peace, and public profperity ; if there was private 
happinefs and public, in tuch new-formed fociety, there would 
gradually arife an inequality of rank and fortune, 

We forefee, from recent experiment in a neighbouring 
country, thatin the operation of bringing to pafs fucha tran 
fition, the lives and properties of all perfons in tais ifland would 
be expofed tu the arbitrary difpofal of felf-opinionated philo- 
fophers, and awild and needy mob, deluded and iattigated by 
them ; that with the introduction of equality in rank and 
fortune, an expectation would be raifed in the lower orders, 
which muft be gratified with plunder, and afterwards would 
fink into a ftate of dilappointment and abject poverty. When 
all were equalized, there would no longer be a fuperfluity to 
pay the hire of fervants, or purchafe the productions of art or 
inanufacture; no commerce, no credit; no refource forthe 
active, but in robbery, andinall thofe puclic difoiders which 
make life miferable. Thus would the prefent generation be 
certainly ruined; that which isto follow could not propof2 to 
itfelf a remedy, but in puriuing the fame arts of peace which 
had been fo capriciouily abandoned ; andthe more they prof= 
pered inthat purfuit, che more they would contribute to repro 
duce the inequality waich had been before condemned and exe 
ploded.—-Wiere then are the bleffings of this reform, and 
to what purpoie is milery to te brougnt on the prefent gence~ 
ration ? 

It is with grief that we fee in a neighbouring country the 
carrying into practice of this wild doctrine of equality and the 
rights 
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rights of man, has already produced thefe evils, and others ten 
thoufand times greater. It is not yet publicly known, nor canit 
enter into the gentle heart of a Briton to conceive, the num- 
ber of atrocious crimes agcinft God and man, that have been 
committed in fupport of thele opinions. Murders and aflaflie 
nations have been deliberately planned, and juftified by fome 
of thefe pretended philofophers, as the means to attain their 
ends of reform. With all their precences and promifes, they 
have proceeded to violate every right, civil and natural, that 
fhould have been obferved towards their equals ;—the people, 
who have only changed their matters, groan under new tyrannies 
ef which they never heard or dreamed ; and are fubjected to 
the chaftifement of one defperate leader after another. The 
excciles of thefe ruffian demagogues have no bounds; they 
have already furpafled the wildeit phrenzies of fanaticifm, 
fuperftition, and enthufiafm; plundering and murdering at 
home, and propagating their opinions by the fword in foreign 
countries ;—impofture, fallacy, falfehood, and bloodfhed ;— 
their philofophy is the idle talk of fchoolboys; and their actions 
are the favage ferociouinefs of wild beatts, 

Such are the new lights and the falfe philofophy of our pre- 
tended reformers; and fuch the effects they have produced 
where, alone, they have unfortunately been tried. But how~ 
ever thefe poor pretences may have impofed on the under- 
Standings of men, ina acighbouring country, bred in ignorance, 
opprefiion, and poverty, they can have no influence on the good 
fente and gravity of Britons, who have been ufed to the enjoy= 
ment of true liberty, and every day feel the bleflings of 
abundance derived from a productive induftry, protected by 
equal jaws anda free Gavernment. Itis well known, that 
thofe who are virtuous and honeft have many more means of 
acquiring eafe and comfort, wealth and diftin@ion, andina 
fuperior degree, inthis country than in any other ;— it is well 
known, that we already pofleis, and have long poflefled, really 
and truly that which the pretended reformers would perluade 
ignorant people they alone can beftow. It has been the pride 
of Britons to boaft of their liberty and property; and although 
thefe vilionary reformers have chofen to fubttitute the notion 
of equality in the place of the latter, it is trufted there are 
enough who know too well the value of their property, ace 
quired under the influence of true liberty, to furrender it in 
exchange for an empty name. It is well known, and we feel 
it daily, that we have as much of thefe pretended new inven- 
tions, as is neceilary and convenient for a a focietys 
Svery 
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Every one has all the rights of man that leave him at liberty 
to do good to himfelf and his neighbour, and (what is worth 
confidering) to proteét his perfon and property againft open or 
fecret plunderers. He has as much of equality as one maa 
can pofiefs without diminifhing the equality of his neighbour. 
Weare told by our religion (for we have a religion), that we 
are to do unto all men as we would that men fhould do unto us, 
and this is realized to us by the firm adminiftration of the law; 
which fuffers no injury to go without a remedy, and affords a 
remedy equally to the proudeft and the pooreft, 

Such are the rights of man; fuch the liberty and equality 
which we have long enjoyed ; under thefe we have lived and 
profpered, both in public and private, beyond the example of 
any country; and to maintain them, as they are, unimpaired by 
the fancies of pedant-politicians, or the rude hands of ruffian 
levellers, every true Briton ought to fhed his blood. 

Imprefled with thefe fentiments in favour of our happy 
eftablithment, and alarmed by the mifchievous endeavours, that 
are now ufing by wicked men, to miflead the uninformed, and 
to {pirit up the difcontented by furnifhing them with plausible 
topics, tending to the fubverfion of the State,,and incompatible 
with all government whatfoever : 

We do, as private men, unconnected with any party or 
defcription of perfons at home, taking no concern in the 
ftruggles at this moment making abroad, but moft ferioufly 
anxious to preferve the true liberty, and unexampled profpeiey 
we happily enjoy inthis kingdom, think it expedient and ne- 
cellary to form ourfelves into an affociation for the purpole of 
difcouraging, in every way that lies in our power, the progrefs 
of fuch nefarious defigns as are meditated by the wicked and 
fenfelefs reformers of the prefent time ; and we dohereby ree 
folve and declare as follows : 

Firft.—That the perfons prefent at this meeting do become 
a fociety for difcoucaging and fuppreffing feditious publications, 
tending to difturb the peace of this kingdom ; and for fup- 
porting a duc execution of the laws aaade for the protection of 
perfons and property, 

Secondly.— Tiaat this fociety doufe its belt endeavours oc- 
cafionally ta explain thofe topics of public dilcuiion which 
have been fo perverted by evil-defigning men; and tofhow, by 
irrefragable proof, that they are not applicable to the {tate of 
this Country, that they can produce no good, aad certainly mult 
produce great evil. 

Thirdly. 
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Thirdly.—That this fociety will receive with great thanks 
all communications that fhall be made to it for the above pur- 
poles. 

Fourthly.—That it be recommended to all thofe, whoare 
friends to the eftablifhed law, and to peaceable fociety, to form 
themfelves in their different neighbourhoods, into fimilar focie- 
ties for promoting the fame laudable purpofes. 

Fifthly—T'..at this fociety do meet at this place or elfewhere 
every Tucfday, Thurfday, and Saturday. 

Sixthly.—That thefe confiderations and refolutions be 
printed in all the public papers, and otherwife circulated into 
all parts of the kingdom. 





AN AN ECD QTE. 


NE of the greateft inftances of magnanimity in a dying 
hero, was exhibited in the execution of the unfortunate 
Count Brandt, at Copenhagen, on the 28th of March 1772. 
This nobleman, and his. tellow-fufferer, Count Struentee, 
were conducted to the fatal {pot in two feparate carriages, 
through an immenfe concourfe of people, aflembled to fee the 
execution. They arrived at the place of execution about 
eleven, Brandt firft alighted, and mounted the {caffold with a 
flow ftep and undaunted mien. He heard his fentence read, 
and faw his coat of arms torn, without expreffing the leaft 
emotion, He then prayed fora few minutes, and {poke a few 
words tothe people. When the executioner approached to 
affift him, he faid tohim with firmnefs, yet not without mild- 
nels, % Stand off, and do not prefume to touch me.” With- 
out any afliftance he pulled off his pelifle, and prepared for his 
fate. He firft ftretcued out his hand, and bade the executioner 
do his duty, without firinking from the low: It was ftruck 
off, and his head was fevered trom his body almoft in the fame 
inftant. His body was then quartered, 

But what a ftriking contruit to this heroic deportment was 
the behaviour of Struenice, who, during this dreadful feene, 
wes at the bottom of the feafloid, anxioufly expecting and 
dreading his own fat. His whole frame trembled when he 
fav Bran-t’s blood gufhing from the {cafto.d ; and he was fo 
agitated, that ne could not walk up the iteps wit.out help. 
He faid nothiag, and permitted the executioner to affilt him in 
taking off his cloak. Initead of imitating -the -couraze and 
serenity of- his tellow futrerer, he ftarted up deveral times fiom 
the 
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the block, before he could prevail upon himfclf to give the fig- 
nal, drew back his hand, and was fhockingly maimed before it 
was cyt off, and was at laft held down by force while the exe- 
cutioner beheaded him. 





An ANECODOT E. 


S Be father of the illuftrious Dr. Franklin, Jofiah Frank- 
lin, fettled in England in 1682, and his mother, Abiah 
Folger, was the daughter of Peter Folger, of Nantucket, one 
of the firft fettlers of that country. 

The account of his arrival at Philadelphia, as drawn up by 
the accurate and elegant compilers of his life in that valuable 
work, the Univerfal Afylum and Columbian Magazine; pub- 
lifhed by William Young, in Philadelphia, is as follows :— 
“ After a paflage of three days, he arrived from Bofton at 
New-York, and immediately applied to William Bradford, the 
printer of that place (who was the firft printer in Pennfylvania), 
who could give him no employment, but advifed him to go to 
Philadelphia, to his fon, Andrew Bradford. From New-York 
to Philadelphia Franklin travelled, partly by water, and 50 miles 
by land on foot, through rain and dirt, fulpected and in danger 
of being taken into cultody as a runaway fervant. On a Sune 
day morning, between eight and nine o’clock, he landed at 
Market-ftreet-wharf, in a very dirty condition, in the clothes in 
which he had travelled from New-York, weary and hungty, 
having been without reft and food for fome time, a perfect 
ftranger to every body, and his whole ftock of cath contifting 
of a Dutch dollar. Sich was the entry of Benjamin Franklin 
into Philadelphia, From fuch beginnings did he rife to the 
higheft eminence and refpectability, not only in America, but 
amongft all civilifed nations.”’ 





TRANSLATION of GRAY’s ELEGY. 
By Mr, Perceval, 
Goncluded from Page 555. 


“7 TN funebre convoi vint des le jour fuivant, 

“ Depofer a nes yeux fon corps au cimetiere ; 
“ Sous cet arbufte antique, avance et lis, pafjant, 
“ Les vers que la piéte lui grava fur la pierre.” 


VoL. XX. 515. 4 F EPITAP HE, 
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Ci-git qui loin des cours, des biens et des honneurs 
Parcourut himblement le trajet de lavie ; 

La feience envers lui prodigue de faveurs 

Voua fan exiftence a la mélancoliz, 
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Tendre, compatifjant, ami du malbeureux, 

I! foulageoit fa perne, il plaignoit fa mifere, 

Trop pauvre pour Paider, pour (ui formort des veeux 5 
Le ciel pour recompenje exauca fa pritre, 

Garde toi de troubler davantage, O mortel, 

Ses vices, fes vertus, en leur fajour immenfe 5 

La dans Paugufte fein de fon pére éternel 

Il repofe eu tremblant de crainte et d’efpérance. 


Sherborne Grammar School. 





Short Charaéler of the Stcilians. 
{From Hill’s Travels through Sicily and Calabria, ] 


HE Chevalier O‘Hara, het Ruffian Conful, who refided 
» here five years, has given us fuch a defcription of Sicily, 
that we by no means regret that we are about toleave it. The 
occafional remarks that I have made from time to time, are fuf- 
ficient to fhew, that little of that comfort which we experience 
in England is feit here. Arnong the higher clafles, there is little 
domeitic happinefs, ne holpitality, and bardlyfucha thingas friend 
thip known. External parade is what they chiefly regatd ; and 
the principe and principefja, who place half a’ dozen laced foots» 
mea beiiid a gaudy carriage, live in dirty houfes, almoft un- 
furnifhed, and rarely receive friends or {trangers to their tables. 
The fervants, tuough fine, are almoft without neceffaries, The 
liveries are not their own, and they have but about 7d. a day to 
provide themfeives with meat, drink, lincn, &c. This, at leaft, 
is the Che:alier’s account of the Meflinefe; but one of our 
countrymen, who lately {pent jome months at Palermo, {peaks in 
high terms of the kindnefs and hofpitality with which he was 
there received ; aud couid we have prolonged our ftay at that 
place, 1 doubt not but we thould have experienced the truth of 
his affertion. 
Beef, imutton, and veal, are hardly ever to be met with, ex- 
cept in walermo, Catania, and Medflina, and even there, are all 
but 
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but very. indifferent. The pork, indeed, is now excellent, 
though it may be far otherwife in. the heat of fummer. We 
have alfo fine garden-ftuff; but the Chevalier is perfuaded, 
that what they haye.in Ruffiais far better; “ the heat (fays he, 
in f{umming up his miferies ) has killed my wife and two children ; 
and there is not a bit of tea or butter to be had.”’ However, 
all the inhabitants of Meffina are not deficient in hofpitality, as 
we have this day had ample proof, by being invited by our 
banker, Signor Grégorio Faroe, to a very’ good and plentiful 
entertainment. 





Curious INSTANCE of DIVORCE, 


HE new law of divorce by mutual confent has produced’ 

in France fome very curious effects: Not one of the. 

writers who foretold its confequences anticipated any inftance 
fo curious as the following : 

A young woman, an orphan, aged 17, and very rich, had 
been married about five years to a young man without fortune. 
They had lived in the moft perfect happinefs, and it was with 
the utmoft aftonifhment that their neighbours and friends heard 
of their intending, by mutual agreement, to take advantage of 
the new law ; but their furprize was ftill greater, when, two or 
three days after, they faw them married to each other again. 

The reafon of this was—that their firft union being a love 
match, the young lady’s guardian had confented only upon con- 
dition that her whole fortune fhould be fecured to her, fo that 
her hufband could engage in no beneficial induftry with the ca- 
pital.» They diflolved the marriage by: the new law of divorce, 
and the lady being thereby made mittrefs of her fortune by 
being of age, proved her liberality and gratitude, by making 
her hufband mafter of her fortune, as he was the fource of her 
happinefs. 





Anfwer, by Fofeph Applin, of Sturminfter Newton, to Sciolus’s 
Queftion, inferted Augufl 20. 


Y an algebraical procefs x is=6, y 1; and z 14, the letters 

of the alphabet correfponding therewith'are F, .A, and 
N, which together make FAN, an ornament muth> ufed by 
the fair fex. ite SAE Gave 
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*,* We have received the like anfwer from Fidelio, of 
Bath; J. Crees, J. Savidge, and W. Willing, all of Ridgway; 
W. Lewis, of Newnham Park ; T. D.of Crefs; T. Little- 
toi, of Loftwithiel; S. Hill, Dawlith; J, Ryder, of Marth 
Mill, near Plymouth ; and W. Davies, of Kenwyn. 





Anfwer, by Ifaac Salter, of Payhembury, to F. B, Chivers’s Cha- 
rade, inferted OGober 8, 


yo firft and fecond join’d aright 
Will plainly bring PADDOCK to fight. 

t*t Wehaye received the like anfwer from W. H. of 
Dean Prior; Fidelioand Curiofus, of Bath; and T. Gill jun. 
of Stythians. 


Anfwer, by Matthew Barrett junior, of Exeter, ta Fidelja’s Chae 
rade, inferted Odtober 15. 


AR-RINGS do oft adorn the fair, 
Which give them a moft pleafing air. 

+§+ We have received the like anfwer from H,C, Wade, 
at Chard academy; J. Tucker, Penryn; J. Spry, of Wivelif- 
combe; T. Walker, Hemyock; W. Hodgfon, of Tyward- 
dreath; J. B, Chivers, St, Auftell; T.C. and J. Cooke, of 
Grampond; J. C. of Tayiftock; W. H. of; Dean Prior; 
S. Hill, Dawlith; W. Brewer, Taunton; ‘T. Gill junior, of 
Stythians; T. K. of Gulval; R, Cuming junior, near King{- 
bridge; R. Lifcombe, Newton Abkot; and Philagathus, of 
Dartington, 








A REBUS, ly T. K. of Gulval. 


AY fith firft bring to view ; 

A large, ftrong beaft you muft find too; 
A puzzle next muft, Sirs, be found ; 
And then a {picy plant expound ; 

An infegt likewWe you'll explore; 
And a great King in days of yore 5 

A rope with care you'll nexe difplay ; 
And then a well-known bird of prey: 
~ All the initials join’d I know, 

A town in Cornwall plain will fhow, 
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Probus. 
AC that Joey bought a coat— 


But in the fequel you muft note, 

That Joey’s cafh went all in cloth, 
And none was left for bread or broth. 
He meant to line it with fhalloon, 
But here a crifis happen’d foon— 
Becaufe the cath in cloth was {pent, 
Therefore, from it there muft be rent 
Sufficient cloth (it {poil’d the veft) 
To buy thalloon ta line the reft, 
The cloth indeed was very nice, 
And nineteen fhillings* was the price ; 
Two yards and half the quantum bought, 
Five quarters wide; but here ’tis fought, 
How much he from the length mutt fell 
To line the reft complete and well ; 
Shalloon three quarters and a nail 
In width, therefore you cannot fail 
To fay how much—Belides its worth 

_ Six groats for ev’ry yard caft forth, 


* Nineteen shillings a yard, 


of Mr. Rowe's Schooh at 
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4 CHARADE, by Furze Stub, of Long Moor. 


wr lolling fycophants their days 


In lumbering idJenefs do fpend, 
My firft contributes to their eafe, 
And oft the hoary head befriends. 


Where dainties grace the tables neat, 
Each craving appetite to ftill, 

My fecond’s.feen amidft the treat, 
And ferves the vacancies to fills 


Often my whole in rural fheds 
A featt delicious is for, kings; 
Then roufe ye enigmatic lads, 
In praife of. it loud peans fing, 


POETRY. 
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THE BISHOP’ss WIG. 
A Pi Aj obk 


[| From a Cambridge Chronicle lately publithed. } 


Ht who in ancient proverbs is well read, 
Needs not be told, “ Good wine wants not a bufh:’” 
The proverb, tho’, applies not to a head: 
There, I pronounce, it is not worth a rufh : 
For as the inward ftore is {mall or greaty, 
Sois the peruke which contains the pate. 


Manisa walking fign-poft, on whole top 
The fign which notes the inward goods is plac’d 5 
And emblematic is the tye or crop 
Of that by which the poft itfelf is grac’d. 
. “Thus medicinal virtue is exprefs’d 
By horfe-hair cauliflower with powder drefs’d: 


And thus the Judge’s legal fapience glows 
In a full-bottom’s deep defcending fall ; 
A fcanty tye the minor learning fhows 
Of Barrifter parading Rufus’ Hall; 
While the brown bob, which comb and.curl difclaims, 
The crop-ear’d pert Solicitor proclaims. 


But chiefly in the facerdotal band 
Is fhewn the force of wig fubordination, 
From the fhorn Deacon, when he takes his ftand, 
Or kneels, with flowing curls, for ordination, 
To the trim Prieft, whofe clofe compacted caxon 
Circles his cheeks as if fecur’d' by wax on, 


Not (0 the well-fed Canonitt, the wight 
Who after vergers trundles to his itall, 


gt 


nr 








An ampler bufh, luxuriant, ftiff, and white, 
To rich pluralities denote’ his call: 

Yet he, in weight and bulk of hair I ween, 

Sinks into nought, compar’d to Mr, Dean, 


And he tho’ loaded with three horfes’ tails, 
Before the Bifhop vaunts no more his glory. 
Thus, thro’ each rank, progreffion due prevails, 
And that at length conduéts me to my flory. 
Wigsare my theme; attend when I proclaim 
The Doétor’s prefcience, and his barber’s fame. 


Some time ago, it matters little when, 

A reverend Bifhop died, and went to Heaven: 
Great was the wonder ’mongft the holy men 

To whom the vacant mitre fhould be given: 
While fome exprefs’d a doubt who it might be, 
Says Doétor Confequential to himfelf—“ ’Tis me.” 


The Doétor’s ipfe dixit was conclufive ; 
Some fix or feven took him at his word; 
For to difpute it would have been abufive— 
He told his wife to praétife her “ My Lord!” 
And, as he felt his honours growing big, 
«¢ My dear,” faid he, * ’tis time to make a wig. 


“ Send for the barber ; ’tis a fhame to dally; 
“© And this old caxon’s fuch a fhapelefs thing ! 
« And as you go pray {peak a word to Sally— 
“¢ Bid her fome fpecimens of lawn to bring, 
«¢ And the beft fattin which the fhop affords ; 
« One muft be {mart in this fame Houfe of Lords.” 


Madam obeys; and ere, with due decorum, 
The Doétor in his eafy chair was planted, 
Razor with ready ftep appear’d before him, 
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And begg’d to know if ought his reverence wanted. 
« Tom,” faid the Dr. “ thinkeft thou, thou cant difh up 


« A Wig Epifcopalian fora Bifhop?” 


Pleafe you, my Lord, fays Tom, your reverence knows 
“* How well your laft peruke your phiz became ; 
s It fhew’d your jolly cheeks from ear to nofe, 

“ And join’d the Doctor’s to the barber’s fame ; 
s¢ Be mine the tafk in lordly wig t’ incafe ye, 
“ The xe plus ultra of epilcopacy.” 


“ Thomas,” 
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« Thomas,” quoth Domine, © the bargain’s made, 
* Quick let thy nimble fingers do their work, 
« With guineas ten thy labours fhall be paid, 
« And thanks to boot or elfe 1 am a Turk.” 
Exulting Tom the Doétor’s parlour leaves, 
Stretches the caul,‘and the itiff horfe-hair weaves. 


Morn after torn to Razor’s flop repairing, 
The anxious Doétor ftrides the work to haften: 
Here he préfcribes, ’twere right to ftick fome hair in, 
And therean amplitude of friz to bafte in, 
While Domine his criticifm urges, 
The plaftic hair into a wig diverges, 


But morns bring days, and days are fair or foul : 
Foul was that day, and cloudy was the dawn, 
When Domine, with anguith in his foul, 
Heard Doétor Drowly had received the dawn. 
And as misfortunes never fingly come, 
Juft at that moment Tom his wig brought home. 


“ Behold your Lord/bip’s caxon, “ cried the fhaver, 
“ Soft, filky, curling, like the hair of fpinfters 
*¢ Such work, my Lord, I {peak it under favour, 
“ Ne’er grac’d or Amen Corner, or Weftminfter.” 
« Fellow be gone!” replied the grave divine: 


“ The mitre’s Drowly’s, and thie wig is thine. 


“ Take it to him; he beft can pay ten pounds, 
“© Whom Pitt prefers to number with the Lords: 
“ No Bifhop’s wig for me; for, blood and ouns! 
« D’ye think my purfe to pay fuch fums affords? 
« Fellow, begone! let Doétor Drowfy wear it; 
«“ Wife! bring the faline draught—my {pirits cannot bear it’? 


Poor Tonfor difcompofed, in wrath retires, 
His work unpaid for, and his hopes abus’d ; 
Schemes of revenge his ready wit infpires, 
To vindicate his fame and wig refus’d 
He fets to work Solicitor and Progr, 
And turns mean wuile new batteries on the Doétor. 


High on a block the reverend wig he places, 
W ith apt infcriptions and devices rare ; 
Broad grins diftort of paflers by the faces, 
Who chuckle o’er the Doétor pofted there. 
Soends my tale—the barber keeps his wig, 
And Doétor Domine remains a gig. 
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